70             LEAGUE OF NATIONS DOCUMENTS
The President: No, Sir; but we would be under au absolutely
compelling moral obligation.
Senator Knox : But no legal obligation ?
The President :  Not as I contemplate it.
Senator Williams : Mr. President, each nation, if I understand it,
is, of course, left to judge the applicability of the principles stated as
to the facts in the case, whether there is or is not external aggression ?
The President :   Yes.
Senator Williams : And if any country should conclude that there
were not external aggression, but that France or some other country
had started the trouble indirectly, we would have the same right, if
I understand it, that Italy had to declare that her alliance with
Germany and Austria was purely defensive, and that she did not see
anything defensive in it; so when you come to judgment of the tacts,
outside of the international law involved, each nation must determine,
if I understand, whether or not there has been external aggression ?
The President:  I think you are right, Sir.
OBLIGATIONS OF ARTICLE XI
Senator Borah (reading) : 4 Any war or threat of war, whether
immediately affecting any of the members of the League or not, is
hereby declared a matter of concern to the whole League, and the
League shall take any action that may be deemed wise and effectual
to safeguard the peace of nations*9 What I am particularly anxious
to know is whether or not the construction which was placed upon
these two Articles by the committee which framed the League was
one that it was a binding obligation from a legal standpoint or merely
a moral.
The President: Senator, I tried to answer that with regard to
Article X.
Senator Borah :  Yes, exactly.
The President : I would apply it equally with regard to Article XI,
though I ought to hasten to say that we did not formulate these
interpretations. I can only speak from my confident impression from
the debates that accompanied the formulation of the covenant.
Senator Borah: Yes, I understand ; and your construction of
Article XI is the same as Article X ?
The President:  Yes.
THE TREATY WITH FRANCE
Senator Borah : Mr. President, does the special alliance treaty with
France which has been submitted to us rest upon any other basis,
as to legal and moral obligations, than that of Article X and Article XI,
which you have just described ?
The President: No, Sir.
Senator Borah :   That is also, as you understand it, simply our
moral obligation which we enter into with France ?
The President:  Yes.